A HISTORY OF THE 49th FIGHTER WING

Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico

________________________________________________________________________
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Significance


Blue and yellow are the Air Force colors.  Blue alludes to the sky, the primary theater of Air Force operations.  Yellow refers to the sun and the excellence required of  Air Force personnel.  The Light and Dark Blue colors signify the unit’s day and night defense of freedom.  The winged knight’s helmet reflects the Wing’s long and distinguished history of military engagements.  The stars represent the constellation “Southern Cross” and denote the unit’s World War II campaign credits in the South Pacific.

Motto Tutor Et Ultor --- I Protect and Avenge

Chronological Historical Highlights

Of the 49th Fighter Wing

1940-1998
20 Nov 1940
Constituted by Ltr, WD AG 320.2 dated 17 October 1940.

16 Jan 1941
Activated at Selfridge Field Michigan, as 49th Pursuit Group (Interceptor).

25 May 1941
7th, 8th, and 9th Pursuit Squadrons assigned to 49th Pursuit Group.

12 Jan 1942
The 49th becomes the first Army Air Force unit to move to the Southwest Pacific from the USA. 

2 Feb 1942
Arrived in Melbourne, Australia. The squadrons were housed at several different airfields until April 1942. 

15 Feb 1942
The squadrons received their first P-40s.

4 Mar 1942
Members of the 7th Pursuit Squadron took part in its first air engagement, downing five enemy aircraft, with no losses, over Horn Island. 

4 Apr 1942
The 9th Pursuit Squadron engaged 13 enemy aircraft over Darwin, Australia, shooting down nine.  Due to increased Japanese raids over the area, the entire Group was moved to Darwin in late April.  This was the first time the unit had been together since its arrival in Australia. 

25 Apr 1942
The 49th intercepted 24 enemy planes over Darwin, breaking up one of the largest assaults since February 1942. 

7 Apr -
23 Aug 1942
The “49ers” shot down 64 enemy planes in the Darwin area, while only losing 16 of their own. 

15 May 42
The 49th’s 7th, 8th, and 9th Pursuit Squadrons were redesignated Fighter Squadrons.  This changed occurred throughout the Army Air Corp and in later years, they changed several more times.

15 Sep 1942
The 7th arrived at Port Moresby, New Guinea, flying its initial mission on 19 September 1942. 

9 Oct 1942
49th Group Headquarters and the 8th Fighter-Bomber Squadron joined the 7th at Port Moresby. 

31 Oct 1942
The 9th Fighter Squadron arrived to join the group. 

6 Jan 1943
The Group broke up an enemy convoy of four transports and six escort vessels attempting to move into the area of Lae, New Guinea. 

Mar 1943
The 49th took part in the air battle of the Bismarck Sea downing an estimated 12 enemy planes. 

18 Apr 1943
The Group moved to Dobodura, New Guinea, and began controlling the approaches to the Huon Gulf.

23 Nov 1943
The 49th moved again to Gusap, New Guinea, to fly support missions for ground forces driving across the island.

23 Jan 1944
The Group engaged 65 enemy planes over Wewak and destroyed 13, an additional four were listed as “probables”. The group lost two P-40s during the battle. 

30 Apr 1944
The Group transferred to Finschafen, New Guinea.

2 Sep 1944
The 9th Fighter Squadron completed a 690-mile flight to Davao, Mindanao, the longest mission attempted by the Group’s P-38s. 

10 Oct 1944
The 9th Fighter Squadron flew cover for bombers that struck Balkiapapan, Borneo, an important enemy oil center.  The trip was 1600 miles round trip and was the longest escort mission flown in the southwest Pacific. 

14 Oct 1944
Ground echelon moved again, this time to Leyte, Philippines.

27 Oct 1944
Air echelons of the 7th, 8th, and 9th Fighter Squadrons landed at Leyte.  The aircraft were the first American land-based fighter planes in the Philippines since early 1942. 

29 Oct 1944
Lt Milden E. Mathre shot down the group's 500th enemy plane.

2 Nov 1944
The group destroyed 25-30 trucks and killed or wounded 2,400 Japanese troops during an attack on an enemy truck convoy. 

4-6 Jan 1945
Air echelon members moved their P-38s to Mindoro and conducted fighter sweeps, dive bombings and escort missions over the Philippines. 

17 Aug 1945
The air echelon of the 49th moved to Okinawa and awaited the arrival of the remainder of the group. 

9-25 Sep 1945
Aircrews moved their aircraft to Chofu Air Base, Honshu, Japan for a period of 12 days and then moved to Atsugi Air Base, Honshu, joining the other members of the 49th. 

Feb 1946
The Group changed aircraft from their P-38s to the F-51s. 

18 Feb 1946
The 49th transferred to Chitose Air Base at Hokkaido, Japan.

Mar 1946
Again on the move, the 49th transferred to Misawa Air Base where it remained until July 1950. 

18 Aug 1948
The 49th Fighter Wing was established.

Sep 1948
F-80 aircraft joined the F-51s already in the wing.

1 Feb 1950
The 49th Fighter Wing redesignated to the 49th Fighter-Bomber Wing.

25 Jun 1950
The outbreak of hostilities in Korea found the 49th entering action once again.  The unit’s first action was to fly cover missions for the evacuation of civilians from Kimpo and Suwon, Korea. 

9 July 1950
49th Fighter-Bomber Wing moved to Itazuke Air Base, Japan where it remained until 29 Sep 1950.

1 Dec 1950
The 49th began the move to Taegu, Korea, where it operated until 1 April 1953.  During this period the 49th, the first combat fighter outfit to operate on a combat basis from a base in Korea, conducted attacks against enemy forces along the 38th parallel.

1 Apr 1953
The Wing moved again to Kunsan AB, Korea.

7 Nov 1953
The Wing moved back to Japan, this time to Misawa Air Base.

10 Dec 1957
The 49th was transferred to the control of the United States Air Forces in Europe, joining the NATO team at Etain-Rouvres Air Base, France. 

8 Jul 1958
In another redesignation for the 49th, its name was changed to the 49th Tactical Fighter Wing. 

25 Aug 1959
The unit was on the move again, this time to Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany.

30 Oct 1961
The 49th began conversion from the F-100s to F-105s. 

9 Mar 1967
The Wing began its conversion program from the F-105s to the F-4D Phantom jet.

15 Jul 1968
More than 26 years of continuous overseas service came to an end as the Wing’s F-4D aircraft landed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, destined to be the only stateside home of the 49th.

Jan 1969
The 49th participated in exercise CRESTED CAP I, deploying 2,000 personnel and 72 aircraft to NATO bases in Europe without incident. 

Apr 1969
Accomplished non-stop redeployment from Germany to Holloman AFB. For the deployment, the 49th received the MacKay Trophy for meritorious flying achievement. 

1 Jan 1971
The 49th Tactical Fighter Wing became the major host organization of Holloman AFB, with the transfer of the base from control of the Air Force Systems Command to Tactical Air Command.

4 May 1972
The entire wing deployed to Takhli RTAFB, Thailand.

3 Feb-7Apr 1973
The 49th Tactical Fighter Wing participated in exercise CRESTED CAP IV to test dual-base capabilities to accomplish NATO commitments.  For the first time in the history of the 49th, female personnel took part in a CRESTED CAP exercise. 

16 Apr 1975
The 49th Tactical Fighter Wing was awarded the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with Combat V Device for action in Southeast Asia from May - October 1972, in honor of the wing’s participation in CONSTANT GUARD.  The 49th had deployed to Takhli RTAFB, Thailand.  There was no loss of life in the wing during its wartime mission. 

31 May 1975
Women’s Air Force (WAF) Squadron Section at Holloman phased out.  1st Lt Helen A. Brainerd, Commander, became the Headquarters Squadron Executive Officer. 

8 Sep 1977
The 49th TFW’s first F-15, aircraft 76-0049, was assigned.

2 Jun 1978
The last F-4D mission was flown.  The 49th established another milestone in the F-15 conversion when the Eagle replaced the F-4D in the alert hanger, thereby assuming the wing’s alert commitment to the North American Air Defense Command.  The alert aircraft made the 49th the first TAC unit to employ the Eagle in the air defense role. 

Feb 1980
Two pilots from the 49th flew their F-15’s 6,200 miles in more than 14 hours, setting a record for the longest flight in a single seat aircraft.

22 Oct 1988
The 49th won the William Tell air-to-air weapons meet.

15 Nov 1991
The “one base, one wing, one boss” concept took effect at Holloman AFB when command responsibility passed from the 833d Air Division to the 49th Fighter Wing.  The air division, commanded by Brig Gen Lloyd Newton, was inactivated. 

8 May 1992
The first cadre of F-117A “Stealth” fighters began arriving at Holloman AFB from Tonopah Test Range, Nevada. 

1 Feb 1993
The 48th Rescue Squadron was activated and began operation of the Sikorsky HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter. 

12 May 1993
Activation ceremonies for the wing’s newest training squadron, the 435th Fighter Squadron, were held.  The squadron trained Taiwan AF aircrews in fighter           fundamentals and tactics. 

30 Jul 1993
The 415th, 416th and 9th Fighter Squadrons were redesignated.  The 415th, which flew the F-117A, became the 9th Fighter Squadron; the 416th, which also flew the F-117As became the 8th Fighter Squadron; and the 9th, which flew the F-4Es, became the 20th Fighter Squadron.  The redesignations were directed by HQ USAF to retain the heritage and legacy of the 49th FW’s fighter squadrons. 

2 Dec 1993
The 417th Fighter Squadron was redesignated as the 7th Fighter Squadron.

29 Jul 1994
Lockheed Support Systems Inc. was awarded an Air Force contract and replaced DynaCorp in the maintenance of the F-4E, T-38A, and AT-38B. 

2 Nov 1995
Lt Col Greg Feest, 9th Fighter Squadron Commander, became the first operational Air Force pilot to log 1,000 hours flying the F-117A. 

Jan - Jun 1996
48 RQS HH-60s deployed to Kuwait and within 50 hours after the first C-5 landed, they were up and on alert-- beating their pervious record by three hours.

1 May 1996
Holloman AFB was the site for the German Air Force Tactical Training Center activation ceremony.  Many distinguished visitors participated in the ceremony, to include Dr. William Perry, US Secretary of Defense and Mr. Volker Ruhe, German Minister of Defense.

26-27 Aug 1996
General Hawley presented Senior Airman Craig Dick, 49th Security Police Squadron, with the Airman’s Medal for heroic action following the Khobar Towers bombing.

12 Sep 1996
The 49 FW deployed eight F-117s and 300 support personnel to Al Jaber Air Base, Kuwait, in support of Operation Desert Strike.

16-26 Jul 1997
The 49th Medical Group deployed 35 persons and an air transportable hospital to Camp Stephenson, Timehri, Guyana, for participation in New Horizon ’97. 

19 Nov 1997
The 49 FW deployed six F-117s and 220 support personnel to Al Jaber Air Base, Kuwait, in support of Operation Southern Watch. 

17 Feb 1998
While tensions increased in Iraq, the 49th Fighter Wing augmented its in place forces with six additional F-117As and associate maintenance and support personnel.
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