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Staff Sgt. Emili Saddler measures wind speed with an anemometer.
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Dangerous

SKIES

Weather Flight helps protect
H O I I O m an fro m th e e I e m e ntSAirman 1st Class Michael Funk briefs forecasters on weather patterns.

by Airman 1st Class Vanessa LaBoy
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

pleting missions,” said Airman 1st Predicting the weather at Hollo-“We also use satellite and radar picf
Class Michael Funk, 49th OSSman may seem like a breeze, but theires to help us determine the move LD
weather forecaster. “In the combabase does receive some unpredictaent and intensity of weather sys
In our area, most people can lookveather team we have positions table weather, as seen this past wirtems.”
outside and predict rain or shine, buprovide briefings to air crews, com-ter.
for the 49th Operations Supportpile the mission execution forecasts “We must take into account ev-most important things a forecastej
Squadron weather flight their job isand observe the current conditions.érything we know of the local area’scan use is the information from a
not just about predicting Holloman’s  Every day the weather flight pro-effects and the different dynamics ofweather balloon. Information may beg
five-day forecasts, it's all about thevides all of the squadrons with spethe weather system to try and besgathered during the vertical asce
flying. cific weather briefings tailored tounderstand what will happen on ouwnf the balloon through the atmo
“Our most important job is to sup-flying missions. base and in our local flying area,”sphere or during its motions once 2%
ply weather support for Holloman “First we observe the current confunk said.
and the surrounding air space to proditions from Davis-Monthan Air  Using this concept, forecasteranum altitude.
tect Air Force lives and resources,'Force Base, Ariz. regional weathehave an idea of what type of weather But an airman can’t just jump into
said Staff Sgt. Emili Saddler, 49thhub for a forecast and a 24-houto expect in the area at differenta weather forecasting job.
OSS weather forecaster. weather prediction,” Saddler saidtimes of the year. Before a person is able to forecag
The combat weather team is dBased on that information, we pro- “The climate of the area doesweather using this equipment as pa
tight-knit group of people who work vide cross-country weather briefinganake it easier to know what to lookof a combat weather team, they mus
together to provide flying squadronsand about seven to eight MEFs dor,” Funk said. “We know in the go through at least 10 months o
with timely and accurate informa-day. These packages and briefingspring, winds cause reduction in vistraining.
tion. give the mission planners an idea oibility due to blowing sand. Also, After basic training, an airman at-
“Every forecaster in our weatherweather conditions throughout theflying debris, turbulence, wind sheartends a forecaster apprentice cours
flight is essential to squadrons comiocal flying area.” and runway crosswinds can all beat Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. fol
come a concern when reportingabout six months. After completing}
MEFs.” this course, the apprentice goes to|
Due to the Mexican monsoon,regional weather hub for another fou
Funk said, the summer typically willmonths of training. Following all 10
bring mountain-induced thunder-months of technical training, they
storms. Thunderstorms can producwill receive two years of on-the-job
dangerous lightning, high windstraining at a hub or be assigned to
known as downburst, andcombatweatherteam.
microbursts, and possibly even hail. There are also many supplemen
“The fall and winter are calmertal courses for weather forecasters t
months for this area,” Funk said.take throughout their career, such a
“The previous winter was a little a radar course and a tropical weathg
wetter than normal and we got a measourse.
surable amount of snow due to an El “At our combat weather team, we
Nino event in the South Pacificpride ourselves on giving the cus
Ocean.” tomer the best product and servic
According to Funk, the hardest aswe possible can,” said Staff Sgt. Jogit s
pect of the job comes when weatheRybarczyk, 49th OSS weather fore ;"’
systems don’t follow common pat-caster. “With the type of missions
terns. Forecasters use advanced equigtat go on here at Holloman, weathej
ment to help them determine curreninformation is essential. We have tg
and future weather conditions. have the best personnel to do th
“There are computer models usegob, and we do.”
today that use current weather con- Team Holloman can access the Ia
ditions and movement of weatherest in weather updates for the su
systems to mathematically computeounding areas ahttps://ops.ho-
the weather for an area, ” said Funklloman.af.mil/wx/brief.html.

has reached a predetermined maxjirman Anthony Carvalho checks the temperature and wet bulb tem-
perature with a sling psychrometer.

Airman Anthony Carvalho points out wind velocity movement to Staff
Sgt. Joel Rybarczyk on a NEXRAD Weather Surveillance Radar 88.

Senior Airman Melissa Tinoco checks connections on the VSAT.



