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Cracking down

Briefly
Visitors’ Center hours

The Visitors’ Center’s new
hours of operation are 7 a.m. to
4 p.m., Monday to Friday.

Job fair
The Holloman retraining

fair is 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Wednesday.

For more information, call
the 49th Fighter Wing career
advisor, Master Sgt. Alfred
Monsen at 572-5512 or Tech.
Sgt. Jeff Cole at 572-7375.

Change of command
The 8th Fighter Squadron

change of command ceremony
is 10 a.m., Monday at Hangar
15.

German AF Flying Training Center
commander reaches 4,000 hours

The German Air Force Flying
Training Center commander reached
a 4,000-flying-hour milestone just
before landing on Holloman’s run-
way May 23.

Col .  Wolfgang Fahl  touched
down in a Tornado after flying a
training sortie to reach the mile-
stone.

Fahl was excited about achiev-
ing this feat because it means even
as a father of five at age 53, he
could still fly jets.

“I’m so thankful that I’m able to
continue to fly jets,” he said. “I be-
gan striving for this flying hour
goal 33 years ago, but now that I’ve
accomplished this goal I think …
Oh my God, I’ve gotten old.”

The 4,000-flying-hour journey
began when was 18 years old.

His passion for flying began two
years after joining the armed forces
in Germany.

At 20 years old, he started accu-

by Laura Pellegrino
Sunburst staff writer
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Col. Wolfgang Fahl, German Air Force Flying Training Center com-
mander, reached 4,000 flying hours when he touched down on
Holloman’s runway in a Tornado May 23. see FAHL on Page 5

All military travelers with a Gov-
ernment Travel Card must now se-
lect the split disbursement option
on their travel voucher claims. This
allows them to directly pay their
government travel card expenses,

Split disbursement now mandatory
according to finance officials.

Split disbursement requires trav-
elers to tally up their GTC expenses
and authorize enough funds to be
sent  automat ical ly  to  Bank of
America to pay off their charges,

said 2nd Lt. Steven Warren, 49th
Comptroller Squadron Financial
Services Officer. Any remaining
travel settlement will still be sent

see TRAVEL on Page 9



Members of 49th Mainte-
nance Group members gave a
final salute to the group’s com-
mander during a change of com-
mand ceremony May 23.

Col. Timothy Ryan passed
the group’s flag to Col. Patricia
Ridgway who joins Team
Holloman from Davis Monthan
Air Force Base, Ariz. Ryan de-
parts Holloman to serve as
Chief, Avionics and Instrumen-
tation Division at Warner Rob-
ins Air Force Base, Ga.

“It’s been an amazing two
years for my family and me,”
Ryan said. “The men and women
of the 49th Maintenance Group
have performed superbly with
every challenge. They’ve pre-
vailed over obstacles through
dedication and commitment.”

During Operations Allied
Force and Iraqi Freedom, the
49th MXG produced the high-
est mission-capable rates for
fighters and bombers in Air

by Airman 1st Class
Martha Whipple
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Combat Command. The group
supported F-117As at seven lo-
cations worldwide.

The group will continue to
face new challenges, but with a
new leader.

Ridgway quoted New York
Yankee baseball great Yogi
Berra, “When you come to a fork
in the road – take it.”

“Life often throws chal-
lenges,” she said. “Common
sense, skills and training will
help you persevere and make the
right and good decision, so
don’t hesitate when you come
to a fork in the road.”

After taking the fork to
Holloman, Ridgway said she is
honored to assume command of
a successful group that has set
the standard throughout the Air
Force.

 “I look forward to serving
with the men and women of the
49th Maintenance Group,” she
said. “As maintainers, we’ll up-
hold the astounding reputation
of maintaining and repairing Air
Force aircraft. Together, there’s
nothing we can’t surpass.”

MXG welcomes
new commander

Col. Patricia Ridgway, 49th Maintenance Group com-
mander, takes the group’s flag from 49th Fighter Wing
Commander Brig. Gen. Jim Hunt during a change of com-
mand ceremony May 23.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alan Port



Hunt Corporation demolishes 138
housing units and begins reconstruction
on 101 new housing units June 12.

The $19 million project consists of a
48-acre section south of Arnold Avenue
and between First and Patterson Road.
This area will be reconstructed and mod-
ernized.

According to Mark Urey, project man-
ager, the housing units in this area are
typical 1950s government housing with
flat roofs, modular construction and small
rooms.

“They are in poor condition, but the
housing facelift will be a significant
change for the base,” he said. “The new
units will dramatically raise the standard
for government housing.”

New units coated with stucco and
topped with a tile roof will replace the
dilapidated units in 517 days, from start
to finish, Urey said.

“The cookie cutter standard for gov-
ernment housing is a way of the past,”
said John Morgan, design chief. “The new
way is a modernized upscale neighbor-
hood designed to fit the 21st century.”

There’s no place like home: Demolition
begins June 12 for 138 Holloman houses
by Airman 1st Class Martha Whipple
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

With nine different floor plans and six
designs of southwest, Mediterranean and
mission-style homes, driving through
government housing will be like driving
through a first-class neighborhood, Urey
said.

The square footage of the old units
averaged 1,200 for three-bedroom homes
and about 1,350 for four-bedroom homes.
The new units will be from 1,402 to 1,790
square feet.

The new stucco-coated units topped

Courtesy graphic

with a tile roof will include: a two-car
garage, tile and carpeted floors, ceiling
fans in every room, walk-in closets in
master bedrooms, kitchen islands, break-
fast bars, fenced yards and vaulted ceil-
ings.

With indoor amenities of an upscale
neighborhood, the new design also has
first-class outdoor additions, according
to Urey.

The new neighborhood is designed
around cul-de-sacs. Playgrounds will be

constructed between two cul-de-sacs.
“Our goal is to keep children out of

high-traffic areas and to give a more
neighborhood-like feel for the residents,”
Morgan said. “A pathway meanders
through housing to the base schools to
enhance the safety for Holloman chil-
dren.”

A jogging track encircling the neigh-
borhood and a basketball court in a cen-
tral location adds recreation outlets for
families.

The 49th Maintenance Operations Squadron’s opera-
tions officer took full reigns of the unit during a change
of command ceremony May 19.

Maj. Mark Rose assumed command from Lt. Col. Masao
Hendrix who moved to the 49th Materiel Maintenance
Group command section to serve as the deputy group
commander.

“The squadron’s team of airmen have been superb,”
Hendrix said. “Since the squadron’s inception, they have
transitioned to a different mission and continued to strive
for excellence. Even though Operations Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom increased deployments, the mem-
bers of the 49th MOS pulled together to accomplish
Holloman’s mission and world-wide contingencies.”

During the 49th Fighter Wing reorganization, the 49th
MOS formed from the logistics support squadron.

“An outstanding commander, Lt. Col. Hendrix shaped
this squadron and did more with it in its short time than
most commanders ever accomplish,” Rose said. “He’s
been an extraordinary leader for me and the entire squad-
ron.”

Rose said his focus is reflected by the words of Gen-
eral Curtis LeMay, “There are three things that are impor-

by Airman 1st Class Martha Whipple
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

New commander takes command at 49 MOS
tant: the mission, the mission and the mission.”

“These words are the bottom line,” Rose said. “The
mission is our common bond regardless of our job or
organizational group. As Nighthawk maintainers, we
shoulder a unique responsibility; we directly preserve
the lives of our pilots and these critical national assets.
Together, we deliver America’s unrivaled power.”

He said to accomplish this, concentration and care is
needed for the most precious resource – the people.

The 49th MOS mission is to maintain combat readi-
ness of the wing’s aircraft. They also manage operations
training and contingency taskings for 2,400 personnel.
They provide engine management for four types of en-
gines for 85 aircraft; track all logistics assets to and from
depot, quality assurance (Weapons Standardization Sec-
tion) and oversee Dyncorp contract. Additionally, they’re
responsible for the wing plans and scheduling section,
wing analysis section, maintenance training flight, low
observable flight and the Maintenance Operations Cen-
ter.

“The men and women of the 49th MOS have breathed
life into this squadron,” he said. “There’s no doubt the
challenges will continue. Everyone in MOS should take
an aggressive and leading role in each of our functional
areas. I’m honored to command the squadron and will
serve with pride.”

New units include nine different floor plans and six designs of southwest, Mediterranean and mission-style homes

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alan Port

Maj. Mark Rose salutes his squadron during a
change of command ceremony May 19.





America’s Homeland Security Depart-
ment recently raised the national threat
level from an elevated to high risk of
terrorist attack or level orange.

The U.S. intelligence community be-
lieves that Al Qaida has entered an op-
erational period worldwide, and this
may include attacks in the United States,
according to Tom Ridge, Homeland Se-
curity secretary.

“Everyone can make a difference by
being vigilant and keeping an eagle eye
out for suspicious people and activities,”
said Agent Stacy Pinto, Holloman’s Of-
fice of Special Investigations.

Everyone is a sensor in the Air Force’s
Eagle Eyes program, including people
in the Tularosa Basin and Holloman
communities, she said.

The Eagle Eyes program is an anti-
terrorism initiative that uses the eyes and
ears of Air Force members and local citi-
zens in the war on terror. Because secu-
rity forces teams and other law enforce-
ment agencies can’t be everywhere at
once, relying on the public to be vigi-
lant is critical, Pinto said.

“The first step is knowing what to look
for,” she said. “Always keep an ‘eagle
eye’ out for suspicious activities because
only you know what goes on in your

by Airman 1st Class
Martha Whipple
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Eagle Eyes urges people to be vigilant

neighborhood.”
The following are suspicious behav-

iors that should be reported: surveil-
lance, elicitation, tests of security, ac-
quiring supplies, suspicious people out
of place, dry run and deploying assets

“No matter how small you may think
the situation is, contact security forces,”
Pinto said. “Reporting the case could
possibly be the difference in life or
death.”

While keeping a close watch on the
surrounding area is important, it’s also
critical for military members to guard
their controlled items, such as service-
able uniforms and identification.

A military family member at Fort
Campbell, Ky., reported two unknown
males stole her dependent ID card. They

approached her at her off-post residence
wearing battle dress uniforms with en-
listed rank.  One identified himself as a
chaplain and the other as the chaplain’s
driver.  A female, who was with the two,
identified herself  as being a Fort
Campbell Family Advocacy representa-
tive. 

The chaplain told the victim her hus-
band had been injured in Iraq during
combat operations and that her ID card
was needed for a passport so she could
visit him in Germany. She provided her
ID card as was requested. The suspects
have made no further contact with the
victim.  The Fort Campbell Family Ad-
vocacy office, the chaplain’s office and
unit representatives all report the active
duty spouse was not injured and that no
officials were dispatched from their of-
fices to make contact with the victim or
to request her ID card.

If BDUs with patches and badges are
this accessible to people, then they’re
also available for terrorists. Remove rank,
badges, patches and name tapes before
tossing out old BDUs. Being vigilant
isn’t just watching with an eagle eye,
it’s doing everything to protect family
and friends, Pinto said. Being vigilant is
everyone’s business.

To report suspicious activity, call the
49th Security Forces Squadron at 572-
7171 or any local law enforcement
agency.

Inside the story ...

Keep an eagle eye out for these be-
haviors:

• Surveillance: Someone recording or
monitoring activities using cameras, note
taking, drawing diagrams, binoculars or
anything else out of the ordinary.

• Elicitation: Anyone or organization
attempting to gain information by mail, fax
or telephone about military operations or
people.

• Test of security: Any attempts to
measure reaction times to security
breaches or to penetrate physical secu-
rity barriers or procedures.

• Acquiring supplies: Purchasing or
stealing explosives, weapons, ammuni-
tion, uniforms, decals, flight manuals,
passes, badges or other controlled items.

• Suspicious people out of place:
People who don’t seem to belong in the
workplace, neighborhood, business, es-
tablishment or anywhere else. This also
includes suspicious border crossing or
stowaways.

• Dry run: Putting people in position
and moving them about without actually
committing a terrorist act such as a kid-
napping or bombing. An element of this
activity could also include mapping out
routes and determining the timing of traf-
fic lights and flow.

• Deploying assets: People and sup-
plies getting into position to commit the
act. This is the last opportunity to alert
authorities before the terrorism occurs.

Report suspicious behavior to the 49th
Security Forces Squadron at 572-7171
or an law enforcement agencies

mulating flying hours in aircraft including T-37s,
T-38s, F-104s, F-4s and Tornados.

Fahl  said his  favori te  aircraft  is  the F-104
Starfighter.

“It’s a beautiful world-class jet,” he said. “The
Starfighter set world records including a speed, al-
titude and climbing record.”

He likes to fly for leisure and also flew combat
missions for the German air force during the Cold
War.

He flew during the Cold War along the borders of
Germany. Often times, Fahl was on quick-reaction
alert until the Berlin wall fell and the Cold War
ended, he said.

Flying about 100 hours a year, the 4,000 mark
seemed to be a far stretch, but Fahl was able to fly
without interruptions even during higher headquar-
ters tours.

“The most important aspect of being a fighter or
bomber pilot is proficiency,” he said. “Being com-
bat ready and experienced in an aircraft is the job of
a pilot. Reaching 4,000 flying hours is part being
proficient and ready. I’m honored and proud to be a
part of the armed forces team.”

FAHL
from Page 1

Airman 1st Class David Ortiz, 49th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew chief, performs a pre-
flight inspection on an F-117A Nighthawk. He is this month’s Chiefs’ Choice Award winner.

Chiefs’ choice
Photo by Airman 1st Class Vanessa LaBoy





The commander’s access channel, cable channel 3, offers up-to-date information
about current security conditions, closures on base, hours of various programs on
base and community information about what programs and events are available at
Holloman and in the local area. The commander’s access channel also features the
following videos today through Thursday:

• Air Force Television News: 6 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.

• Return Reunion: 7 a.m., noon, 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.

DWI Update

(The DWI update and 572-RIDE reflect FY 2003. The * denotes family member or civilian employee.)

Weekday Masses – 11:30 a.m.,
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday.
Sunday –  Catholic Mass, 9:30 a.m.
and 5 p.m.
• Protestant Religious Education, 9:30
a.m.

• General Protestant Worship Service,
11 a.m.
• Catholic Religious Education, 11 a.m.
• Sacrament of Penance, 4 p.m.
• Protestant Contemporary Worship
Service, 6:30 p.m.

Holloman Chapel Services

Call 572-7214 for more information.
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Days since
last DWI

DWIs year
to date
DWIs this time
last year

12
13

90

49th Fighter Wing
Commander’s Access Channel

Last six DWIs: 572-RIDE works!

Calls:
Year to date: 250

Last week: 5

Calls MADE are
lives SAVED.

The 49th Security Forces Squad-
ron handled the following inci-
dents from May 20 to 21.

Tickets
Security forces issued a total of

10 citations this week: two for no
insurance, one for reckless driving,
one for failure to stop, five for
speeding one to 10 mph over the
posted speed limit,  and one for
speeding 26 to 30 mph over the
posted speed limit.

Civil arrest
May 21:  A New Mexico State

Police officer notified the 49th SFS
he stopped an airman for speeding
and the airman had an outstanding
warrant for arrest. The airman was
arrested and held on bond.

Theft or damage to gov-
ernment and private
property

May 20: An airman reported an-
other airman backed into his ve-
hicle in a parking lot.

May 21: An airman reported an-
other vehicle had damaged his car
when it parked too close to his in a
parking lot.

May 22:  An airman reported
damage to his storm door in hous-
ing.

May 22: A spouse reported dam-
age to one of her windows in hous-
ing.

May 24: An airman reported he
was missing three movies from his
dorm room.

May 24: A civilian reported she
lost her checkbook, possibly at the
Commissary.

Patrol Response
May 20: An officer’s son fell

while rollerblading and was taken
to  Gera ld  Champion  Reg iona l
Medical Center.

May 21:  An airman called 911
stating he couldn’t walk, having
sprained his ankle. He wasn’t trans-
ported, but was briefed on proper
Emergency-911 procedures.

May 22: An officer was trans-

ported from the Fitness & Sports
Center to Gerald Champion Medi-
cal Center after an injury.

M a y  2 2 :  A n  N C O  wa s  d i s -
patched to assist local law enforce-
ment with an accident on Highway
70.

May 22: A civilian reported a
former airman was at a dorm room
after having out processed. His first
sergeant reported he was no longer
active-duty. He was escorted off the
installation.

May 23: An airman was reported
setting off fireworks at a dorm.

May 23: An airman was appre-
hended  fo r  po ten t i a l  underage
drinking.

May 24: A “Be On The Look-
out” was initiated on an airman for
failure to appear and disobeying a
lawful order.

Missing ID cards, vehicle
decals and restricted
area badges

There were six reports of miss-
ing identification cards this week.
Five were active duty IDs and one
was a family member ID.

These  inc idents  can  become
breaches of security. If personnel
have a military issued ID card sto-
len or lost, or a DD Form 2220, de-
cal, stolen from a vehicle or miss-
ing from the squadron’s inventory,
report it to security forces immedi-
ately.

Security forces can be alerted
to look for the missing item, given
the information and serial num-
bers placed on each accountable
item.

If you know of or have any in-
format ion  concern ing  any  o f
these incidents, please contact se-
curity forces at 572-7171 or your
first  sergeant .  For the Crime
Stop Help Line, please contact se-
curity forces at 572-1100 or dial
“911”.

Abandoned vehicle numbers are
on the rise. Members PCSing or
separating from the military can-
not abandon their vehicle. If a ve-
hicle is impounded it costs $50 to
tow it and $5 a day for a storage
fee.

Force protection condition mea-
sures require vehicles be moved on
a routine basis and if personnel
leave their vehicles behind, secu-
rity forces can track them down at
another base or state and hold them
responsible for it.  

• 49 LRS* March 2
• 49 MMS March 2
• 49 CES* Jan. 17
• 49 OSS Jan. 11
• 49 LRS Jan. 4
• 49 GAF Nov. 22





Members  of  the  49th Logis t ics
Readiness Squadron, Vehicle Manage-
ment Flight participated in a training
day that illustrated the realities and
consequences of drinking and driving
May 22.

On average one person is killed ev-
ery twenty minutes in an alcohol re-
lated crash in the United States, ac-
cording to the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Association.

To expla in  th is  s tat is t ic ,  every
twenty minutes for six hours, a vehicle
maintenance airman was ‘killed.’

The 25 dead airmen were trans-
ported to the fire truck maintenance

49 LRS gives alcohol awareness training
by Senior Airman
Brandy Dupper-Macy
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

shop where they wrote their own obitu-
aries.

Additionally, two airmen and an of-
ficer were transported to the Otero
County Detent ion Center  and de-
tained in the holding cell for more than
2 hours.

“The training provided hands-on in-
volvement for the flight,” said 1st Lt.
Steve Soliday, Vehicle Operations Of-
ficer. “Being in the holding cell, like
a convicted prisoner,  gave an eye
opening real-life experience of what
can happen to us if we don’t make the
right decisions.”

The two airmen and Soliday read
an apology letter to the family of the
person they killed in a mock accident.
In the accident, the Jaws of Life was
used to demonstrate an extraction and

the endless possibilities of injuries or
possible fatalities in an alcohol-re-
lated crash.

“This awareness campaign gives air-
men a better realization of what statis-
tically happens every day,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Kevin Crain, vehicle mainte-
nance superintendent. “Because im-
paired driving is one of the most fre-

“This awareness cam-
paign gives airmen a better
realization of what statisti-
cally happens every day.”

-- Master Sgt. Kevin Crain
Vehicle Maintenance superintendent

quently committed crimes in America,
the 49th LRS is taking a stand to edu-
cate airmen.”

More than half of the drivers in-
volved in alcohol related fatalities are
between the ages of 21 and 34, accord-
ing to the NHTSA. This proportion has
remained about the same for at least
the past ten years. Alcohol-related car
accidents are the number one killer for
those under 25 years of age.

“The numbers are scary,” Crain said.
“With more than 130 airman in our
flight, we take this campaign seriously.
Every person in the squadron and fami-
lies are a valuable asset to our mis-
sion, so we use every outlet possible
to stress the consequences of drink-
ing. One night of fun could be your
last.”

By this time last year, there were 56 alcohol-re-
lated incidents on base. This year, the number has
dropped to 41, according to Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Prevention and Treatment.

ADAPT is a Life Skills Support Center program
offering education about and treatment of substance
abuse.  ADAPT officer in charge, Capt.  Becky
Prestwood, said following safety guidelines and us-
ing base programs can help keep these numbers low
during Holloman’s 101+ critical days of summer.

One type of alcohol-related incident is an injury.
When an injury occurs on base that requires an

emergency room visit, nurses at Gerald Champion
Regional Medical Center check for drugs or alco-
hol, Prestwood said. If alcohol is found, ADAPT will
get a referral.

“This includes injuries that occur at parties,”
Prestwood said. “If someone at a barbecue drinks
four beers and then breaks his foot playing volley-
ball, it will be considered an alcohol-related inci-
dent.”

By excluding alcohol from parties, people can
keep themselves and their guests safe, Prestwood
said.

Alcohol-related incidents can also include driv-
ing while intoxicated. ADAPT encourages people to
choose a designated driver before going out.

The designated driver shouldn’t drink at all,
Prestwood said. Even one drink can bring them over
New Mexico’s .08 blood alcohol limit, making them
susceptible to a revocation of their driver’s license,
if they’re under 21.

by Laura Pellegrino
Sunburst staff writer

Alcohol, Drug Abuse Prevention
reduces alcohol-related incidents

“Penalties for a DWI can include having your li-
cense revoked for a year on base and up to one year
under state law,” said Tech. Sgt. Robin Larocque,
ADAPT. “The driver may also face criminal charges,
by the state and Uniform Code of Military Justice.”

“More important than a penalty is a person’s
safety,” Prestwood said. “Safety is key. Everyone
needs to get home safely.”

If no one is available to be a designated driver,
572-RIDE offers transportation.

“Any active duty member, Department of Defense
employee, civilian employee or military dependent
that has been drinking and needs a ride home can
dial 572-RIDE,” said Staff Sgt. Patricia Phillips, Co-
ordinator for the program. “The volunteer program
strives to reduce the number of DWIs.”

The service runs 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

“If this isn’t reason enough to use  a designated
driver or 572-RIDE, consider there are random
checks at the base’s front gate,” Prestwood said.

There are other signs installation entry control-
lers look for every day to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the base, Prestwood said.

“They may smell liquor on someone’s breath,” she
said. “Or they may notice someone swerving.”

The message is if you’re going to drink, stay where
you are or get a ride, Prestwood said.

The low number of alcohol-related incidents this
year is thanks to more careful and observant Team
Holloman members, Prestwood said.

“People are more aware of the destruction that
alcohol can have on their career as well as their life,”
she said. “People are being safer and they need to
keep up the good work.”

ADAPT strives to keep alcohol-related incidents low this summer

to the traveler’s personal account.
Basically, if you charged it on your GTC, then it

must be identified on your voucher and paid directly
to the GTC.

This change was mandated by the 2003 National
Defense Authorization Act to reduce the number of
delinquent travel card accounts.

“It simplifies the payment process for travelers,”
Warren said. “The bank receives payment more
quickly and reduces delinquent accounts.”

Many Air Force travelers already use split disburse-
ment when filing travel vouchers because it shortens
the process for them, Warren said.

By having all travelers pay off their travel card
bills automatically, the Air Force should see a de-
crease in the number of delinquent accounts. This is
especially true if a traveler returns from a TDY as a
billing cycle is about to turn over, because they can
pay off the card before their account becomes 30 days
past due.

If a traveler charges more to their GTC than they
were authorized, they still must select split disburse-
ment and also reimburse the bank any additional
charges. Selecting split disbursement on a travel
voucher, whether done manually or on an automated
travel system, is easy, Warren said.

Supervisors or approving officials are required to
verify travelers selected split disbursement before
signing off on any voucher.

If split disbursement is not selected on a voucher, it
will be returned to the traveler to be redone. This may
delay the processing of the claim and potentially put
the traveler’s GTC account into a past-due status.

Although split disbursement is not yet mandatory
for civilian employees, negotiations with national
unions are underway.  In the meantime, split disburse-
ment is highly encouraged for civilians.

For more information, call 49th CPTS finance ser-
vices at 572-5547. (AFPN)

TRAVEL
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by Airman 1st Class Vanessa LaBoy
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Photos by Airman 1st Class Martha Whipple

With summer in full swing, Team Holloman mem-
bers are pool bound for fun, fitness and leisure.

From splashing in a wading pool to diving off a
dock, water play is one of summer’s greatest activities.
Before Team Holloman dives into the pool this sum-
mer, people should remember while water play should
be fun, it should also be safe.

According to the National Center for Injury Preven-
tion and Control Injury Fact book, in the United States,
drowning is the second leading cause of unintentional
death from injury for persons ages 5 through 44 and
the leading cause for those 14 years of age and under.

“Swimming safety is usually taken for granted be-
cause we live in a high desert environment,” said Jerry
McDermott, 49th Fighter Wing ground safety chief.
“There have been two drowning incidents in this area
in the last couple of years. People should put safety
first while swimming so these types of incidents can
be prevented.”

The base pool offers swimming lessons and the
Alamogordo American Red Cross offers Community
First Aid and Safety, and Adult CPR courses.

Team Holloman can greatly reduce the chances of
their children becoming drowning or near-drowning
victims by following a few simple safety tips:

• Whenever young children are swimming, playing,
or bathing in water, make sure an adult is constantly
watching them. By definition this means that the su-
pervising adult should not read, play cards, talk on the
phone, mow the lawn, or do any other distracting ac-
tivity while watching children.

• Never swim alone or in unsupervised places. Teach
children to always swim with a buddy.

• Never drink alcohol during or just before swim-
ming, boating, or water skiing. Never drink alcohol
while supervising children. Teach teenagers about the
danger of drinking alcohol and swimming, boating, or
water skiing.

• To prevent choking, never chew gum or eat while
swimming, diving, or playing in water.

• Learn to swim. Enroll yourself and/or your chil-
dren aged 4 and older in swimming classes. Swimming
classes are not recommended for children under age 4.

• Learn CPR. This is particularly important for pool

owners and individuals who regularly participate in
water recreation.

• Do not use air-filled swimming aids (such as “water
wings”) in place of life jackets or life preservers with
children. These can give parents and children a false
sense of security and increase the risk of drowning.

• Check the water depth before entering. The Ameri-

Trenton Gaskill makes a splash after jumping into the base pool.

Jamai Hebert practices his backstroke.

can Red Cross recommends 9 feet as a minimum depth
for diving or jumping

For more information on the base pool swimming
lessons call 572-3639. To sign up for Red Cross safety
courses call the Alamogordo American Red Cross at
437-4421.  (Editor’s note: Information for the story
was taken from www.redcross.org)

Aydanne Denney wades in the baby pool. Cody Jackson makes a splash with a cannonball.

Splash into Summer with swimming safety
Holloman’s 101+ Critical Days of
Summer campaign is underway



Pete Hernandez, SVS second baseman takes a hack at a pitch during
their win over 49 MXS/AVIONICS 24-11 Tuesday at Vandenburg field.

49 SVS tops small unit category
by Airman 1st Class
Vanessa LaBoy
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Inside
Intramurals

Softball
Standings

For more information about cur-
rent or upcoming Intramural
leagues, contact the sports direc-
tor at the Fitness and Sports Cen-
ter at 572-3256.

Monday- Vandenburg Field

5: 30 p.m.:  49th MDG vs. 49th CES
6: 30 p.m.:  49th AMXS

    vs. 49th LRS A
7: 30 p.m.:  49th AMXS vs. 49th CES

Monday/Wednesday

8
6
6
5
4
3
2
1

1
2
4
2
3
5
7
7

W L

49th LRS (A)
49th MMG
49th SF
49th MXS/AGE (A)
49th MDG
49th AMXS
49th CES
49th MXS/AMMO

Unit

Tuesday/Thursday

49th CS
49th SPCS
49th SVS
46th TG
49th MXS/MAINT
49th MXS/AVIONICS
49th MOS
49th SFS/ARMY
49th LRS (B)
GAF

Unit

9
6
6
5
5
5
2
2
1
1

0
1
2
3
3
3
4
7
7
6

W L

5: 30 p.m.:  49th CS vs. 49th LRS B
6: 30 p.m.:  49th CS

    vs. 49th MXS/MAINT
7: 30 p.m.:  49th SFS/ARMY

    vs. 46th TG

Monday- Johnson Field

5: 30 p.m.:  49th MMG
    vs. 49th LRS A

6: 30 p.m.:  49th MXS/AMMO
    vs. 49th MMG

7: 30 p.m.:  49th SFS vs. 49th MDG

Tuesday - Johnson Field

5: 30 p.m.:  49th MAINT/AVIONICS
    vs. GAF

6: 30 p.m.:  4th SPCS vs. 49th SVS
7: 30 p.m.:  49th LRS B vs. 49th MOS

Tuesday - Vandenburg Field

5: 30 p.m.:  49th MDG vs. 49th AMXS
6: 30 p.m.:  49th MXS/AMMO

    vs. 49th MXS/AGE A

Wednesday - Vandenburg Field

5: 30 p.m.:  49th CES
    vs. 49th MXS/AGE A

6: 30 p.m.:  49th SFS vs. 49th CES
7:30 p.m.:   49th MXS/AGE A

    vs. 49th SFS

Wednesday- Johnson Field

The 49th Services Squadron came out
with a 24-11 win beating the 49th Main-
tenance Avionics squadron team Tuesday
at Vandenburg field.

The two top teams battled it out for the
first place slot in the small unit intramural
softball category.

“We were confident going into this match
up,” said Joseph Shaw, 49th Services Squad-
ron coach. “We knew if we played our game
we would come out on top. We have a lot of
respect for MXS/AVIONICS, but based on
our performance against them last time we
were sure we had a pretty good chance of
beating them again.”

MXS/AVIONICS started the first inning
off strong with five hits, scoring  three runs.
SVS matched their intensity scoring three
of their own including a homerun from
Shaw.

The third inning was the decisive in-
ning in the game. The combination of
great hitting from SVS and some costly
errors by MXS/AVIONICS enabled SVS to
put up 13 runs.

“In the first couple of innings our team
did a great job of matching SVS’ intensity
and level of play, but in their big third in-
ning they turn their intensity level up a
notch and really broke the game open,”
said Terry Maddox 49th MXS/AVIONICS
coach. “Normally our team can turn up the
intensity and rally with a big inning of our
own, but that didn’t happen this time.”

SVS put up big points in the third, but
it was their defensive plays in the fourth
and fifth that kept MXS/AVIONICS off the
bases.

In the fourth inning, SVS pulled off a

double play that stopped MXS/AVIONICS
from having a big inning.  The fifth inning
was also big defensively, Tommy Labarron,
SVS left center fielder gunned down a base
runner going to third, which broke MXS/
AVIONICS momentum and gave SVS the
confidence to take the game.

“Our goal for this season is to represent

the SVS squadron well, make the playoffs,
and give our best effort,” Shaw said. “We
know we are limited on talent, but want to
see how far our determination will take
us. This win put us in the drivers seat, we
now control our own destiny, if we win
the rest of our regular season games we
will be league champions.”

Jim Segler, SVS third baseman
throws a runner out at first during
their win over MXS /AVIONICS

Photos by Airman 1st Class Vanessa LaBoy

SVS first baseman Larry Vanocken streches for the out to keep MXS/
AVIONICS off the bases during SVS win, 24-11.







On the
BIG SCREEN

Movies are subject to change.
For more information, call 572-3286.

Malibu’s Most Wanted
7 p.m., Today and Saturday

Anger Management
10 p.m., Today and Saturday

View from the Top
7 p.m., Sunday and Thursday

Red Cross
The Red Cross offers the following

classes:
The Holloman Red Cross Summer

Volunteer Youth Program is June 9 to
Aug. 1. Orientation for youth ages 13
to 19 is June 2. Volunteers are needed at
the Base Training and Education Ser-
vices office, Fitness and Sports Center,
community center, Youth Center and the
medical clinic.

For more information, call Evelyn
Martinez or Crystal Calloway at the
Holloman Red Cross at 572-7066.

Sertoma Speedway
Outdoor Recreation offers transpor-

tation to Sertoma Speedway at 6 p.m.,
every Friday. Cost is $6.50 per person
for transportation and general admis-
sion. Sign up each Wednesday through
Outdoor Recreation at 572-5369.

Salsa night
Latin Salsa night is 8 p.m. to mid-

night, today at the enlisted club.

Paintball tourney
The enlisted club hosts a paintball

tournament from 6 to 8 p.m., Saturday.
Cost is $13 and members receive a $2
discount. Cost includes transportation,
equipment and barbecue. Four-person
teams compete for the Percy trophy.

For reservations call 572-3226.

Asian Pacific Heritage
Month

Asian Pacific Heritage Month is May
and Holloman’s Asian Pacific Islanders
Club offers special events throughout
the month.

• Luau Luncheon: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
today at the community center

• Island crafts, books and history of
the heritage are displayed at the library
throughout the month.

For more information, contact Daria
Bautista at 572-3040 or Staff Sgt. Chad
Ohelo at 572-7202.

Air Force news
Team Holloman members who live

on or off base can tune into the Air
Force news at 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
every day on channels one and 97.

GPAB
Give Parents a Break is July 12 in-

stead of July 5.

FSC
The Family Support Center offers the

following classes and events at the FSC,
building 40:

• Safe at Home on my own: 4:30 to 6
p.m., Tuesday

• Ten steps to federal employment:
8:30 a.m., Tuesday

• Smooth Move: 2 p.m., Wednesday
• Parents of Multiples: 6:30 p.m.,

Wednesday
• Spouse Information Day: 9:15 a.m.,

Thursday

For more information, contact the
FSC at 572-7754 or visit the website at
wwwmil.holloman.af.mil/sptg/mss/fsc.

Cosmic Bowling
Cosmic Bowling is from 9:30 p.m. to

1 a.m., every Friday and Saturday at
Desert Lanes Bowling Center. Cost is
$7 for up to four games and shoe rent-
als are 75 cents. Open bowling is 1 to 3
a.m., for $1.75 per game.

FSC Office Skills Certificate
The Family Support Center is offer-

ing eight grants to spouses who would
like to obtain a Certificate in Office
Skills through NMSU-A.  The grant cov-

ers registration and tuition costs for the
16 credit hour program.  Selection is
made through a lottery. To apply you
must be the spouse of an enlisted mem-
ber and not hold a degree or certifica-
tion beyond a High School Diploma or
GED.  Spouses must be planning to re-
main at Holloman until May, 2004 to
complete the program.  Deadline for
application submission is Friday.

For more information and applica-
tions, go to the FSC, building 40 or call
572-7754.

Changes of command
The 20th Fighter Squadron change

of command ceremony is at 8:30 a.m.,
June 20 in hanger 300. Lt. Col. Mark
Kelly will relinquish command to Lt.
Col. Mark Buccigrossi.

The 49th Security Forces Squadron
change of command ceremony is at 9
a.m., June 10 at the 49 SFS compound.

Juneteenth celebration
The Holloman African American

Heritage Association is hosting its
Juneteenth Celebration with a breakfast,
8 a.m., June 19 at the Oasis Enlisted
Club. Guest speaker is Dr. Maceo Dailey,
Professor of African American Studies
at the University of Texas in El Paso.

For more information, call 1st Lt.
Braden Friday at 572-5345 or Staff Sgt.
Shavahn Erby at 572-4341.

The Otero County NAACP is host-
ing its Juneteenth concert at 6 p.m. on
June 14 in Washington.  There will be
food, beverages and prize giveaways in-
cluding cash and a 25-inch color TV.

For more information, call Isaiah
Scott at 437-3888.

Dorm Council meeting
The Holloman Dorm Council will

meet at 1 p.m., June 12 at the enlisted
club. For more information, call Senior
Airman Marlene Johnson at 572-1616
or Airman 1st class Jinny Herman at
572-7064.

Train society expo
The Alamogordo Nscale Train Soci-

ety is sponsoring a model railroading
exposition from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., on Sat-
urday and Sunday at the Roswell Con-
vention Center.

For more information call Mr. Holm
at 437-6602.

Dad’s toolbox
Holloman’s Family Advocacy is

sponsoring a day of activities for chil-
dren and fathers from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
June 21 at the Otero County Fair-
grounds. Lunch will be provided.

RSVP to the Otero County Extension
Office at 437-0231 by June 16.

 Tech. Sgt. Gerald Limbourne, 49th Security Forces Squadron police
services NCO, waters his yard. The watering schedule is as follows:
Odd numbered houses water Sundays and Wednesdays between 5
a.m. and 9 a.m. or between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.; Even numbered houses
water Saturdays and Tuesdays between 5 a.m. and 9 a.m. or between
5 p.m. and 9 p.m.; Water newly seeded areas daily (kept moist) until
the first mowing. Water flowers in beds, pots, or other containers by
hand as needed.

Hosing the lawn
Photo by Airman 1st Class Martha Whipple



Two Youth  Cente r  p ro-
grams are giving Holloman
children, pre-teens and teens
to a chance to see new places
and meet new people this sum-
mer.

The Summer in the Sun pro-
gram, for 5-to 12-year-olds, is
a day camp that runs from 6:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday to
Friday.

The program offers clubs,
field trips, and recreational
activities.

“We have 30 different field
t r ips  th i s  summer,”  sa id
School-Age coordinator Bra-
dley George. “The kids are go-
ing to  have ac t ion-packed
days.”

Some of the trips planned
are visits to the El Paso Zoo,
the Museum of Natural His-
tory in Las Cruces, and the
Imax Theater and Space Mu-
seum.

Peer mentoring is an impor-
tant part of the trips, George
said.

The second-graders  are
paired with the kindergartners
and are asked to help keep ev-
eryone together, which teaches
them responsibility.

On Fridays, children can
choose between the cooking
club, sewing club, photo/com-
puter club, fitness club, or sci-
ence club.

They  can  a l t e rna te  o r
choose the same club every
week, George said.

“The program gives parents
a safe and secure place for
the i r  k ids ,”  George  sa id .
“They know their kids aren’t
doing things they shouldn’t be
doing.”

The action-packed Summer
Fun,  another  Youth Center

by Laura Pellegrino
Sunburst staff writer

Summer’s cool
at Holloman’s
Youth Center

program, is for 9 to 18-year-
olds. The program runs from 1
p.m. to 8 p.m.,  Tuesday to
Thursday, and 1 p.m. to 10
p.m., Friday to Saturday.

The Summer Fun program
is an open recreation time for
pre-teens, 9 to 12-year-olds,
and teens, 13 to 18-year-olds.

There is access to rooms
with computers, video game
sys tems,  books  and  board
games.

The Summer Fun program
also takes pre-teens to places
like Carlsbad Caverns and the
Salt Water Aquarium in Ft.
Worth, Texas.

Teens  t ake  t r ips  to  Sea
World in San Antonio and the
Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M.,
Skateboard Park.

“These activities broaden
children’s socialization skills,”
said Phyllis Gary, Youth Direc-
tor. “It gives them growth op-
portunities and a chance to in-
termingle with their peers in a
structured, supportive environ-
ment.”

Fees for the Summer in the
Sun program vary depending
on  to ta l  year ly  income,
George said.

Costs for the Summer Fun
field trips are based on the dis-
tance of the trip and any nec-
essary entry fees.

For more information about
ei ther  of  the  summer pro-
grams, call the Youth Center
at 572-3753.

Holloman’s School-Age program offers
a Summer Fun program for youth here

“The kids are going
to have action-packed

days.”

Bradley George
School-Age coordinator





Duty title: NCOIC, Preventive Dentistry
Time in service: Six years
Time at Holloman: One year
Hometown: Ft. Loramie, Ohio
Personal and career goals:

My personal and career goal is to complete col-
lege and become a licensed dental hygienist through
the Air Force. I enjoy my job and want to be able to
help people have healthy smiles.

What accomplishment during your career with
the Air Force are you most proud of?

Looking back, my biggest accomplishment in the
Air Force has been all of the training I’ve had in the
dental field. If I couldn’t advance in my job, then it
wouldn’t have been possible to achieve all of the
other things that I am proud of, such as awards and
recognition.

Why is serving important to you?
To me, serving in the Air Force is a privilege. I

feel we get the best of both worlds; work hard and

 Staff Sgt. Katie Rosenbeck
49th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron

play hard any where in the world. Also, I am proud
to wear the uniform knowing that it represents a
country I am proud of and people who have died to
make it a free country.

Core value portrayed:  “Service Before Self”
Rosenbeck portrays ‘Service Before Self.’ She is

active in the community, volunteering as a Spin
Class instructor, Habitat for Humanity worker and
has signed up to be a Big Sister.

She has spent the last five months putting to-
gether the Red Cross Dental Assistant Training pro-
gram from ground up. She was a driving force for
the successful National Children’s Dental Health
Month program on the base. She serves as a mentor
for the junior airmen in the dental clinic, getting
them involved in activities on and off base. She is
our Holloman Hero!

– Lt. Col. Gordon Peters
49th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron

The Holloman Hero submission form is now online.
It can be downloaded at: https://

wwwmil.holloman.af.mil/wing/49FW_PA/internal.html

Photo by Senior Airman Brandy Dupper-Macy
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