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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 49TH WING (ACC)
HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, NEW MEXICO

MAR 25 2013

Colonel Andrew A. Croft
Commander, 49th Wing

490 First Street, Suite 1700
Holloman AFB NM 88330-8277

Ray Powell, Commissioner
New Mexico State Land Office
310 Old Santa Fe Trail

Santa Fe NM 87501

Dear Commissioner Powell

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and its implementing
regulations, the United States Air Force (USAF) intends to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) completed on a
proposed Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Power Array on Holloman AFB. The proposed action could directly impact up to
400 acres of land near the La Luz Gate on Holloman AFB to support construction and operation of the proposed PV
array. In addition to the installation impacts, traffic is expected to increase on the county road accessing the La Luz
Gate during periods of construction or major maintenance.

NEPA requires the Air Force to analyze the potential environmental impacts of this proposed project on the
installation and local community. The EA will include brief discussions of the proposal, alternatives, the
environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives, and a listing of agencies and persons consulted. The
EA will also examine a No Action Alternative. Additionally, the EA will provide evidence and analysis for
determining whether to prepare an environmental impact statement or a finding of no significant impact.

Should you wish to participate in evaluating this proposal, please provide your comments no later than 15 April
2013. No decision will be made on allowing this proposal to proceed until after completion of the EA or, if
required, EIS, with full consideration of any inputs.

If you have any questions or comments on this request, please contact Mr. Charlie Lawton, Environmental
Scientist: 49 CES/CEA, 550 Tabosa Ave, Holloman AFB, NM 88330 or at (575) 572-3931. An alternate point of
contact is Mr. Andrew Gomolak, Cultural Resources Manager, at (575) 572-6647.

I'look forward to continuing our good working relationship with the local community. Thank you in advance
for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely

ANDREW A. CROFT W{
Colonel, USAF

Commander

Global Power for America




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 49TH WING (ACC)
HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, NEW MEXICO

MAR 25 2013

Colonel Andrew A. Croft
Commander, 49th Wing

490 First Street, Suite 1700
Holloman AFB NM 88330-8277

Bob Sivinski

Forestry Division

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
1220 South St Francis Drive

Santa Fe NM 87505

Dear Mr. Sivinski

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and its implementing
regulations, the United States Air Force (USAF) intends to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) completed on a
proposed Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Power Array on Holloman AFB. The proposed action could directly impact up to
400 acres of land near the La Luz Gate on Holloman AFB to support construction and operation of the proposed PV
array. In addition to the installation impacts, traffic is expected to increase on the county road accessing the La Luz
Gate during periods of construction or major maintenance.

NEPA requires the Air Force to analyze the potential environmental impacts of this proposed project on the
installation and local community. The EA will include brief discussions of the proposal, alternatives, the
environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives, and a listing of agencies and persons consulted. The
EA will also examine a No Action Alternative. Additionally, the EA will provide evidence and analysis for
determining whether to prepare an environmental impact statement or a finding of no significant impact.

Should you wish to participate in evaluating this proposal, please provide your comments no later than 15 April
2013. No decision will be made on allowing this proposal to proceed until after completion of the EA or, if
required, EIS, with full consideration of any inputs.

If you have any questions or comments on this request, please contact Mr. Charlie Lawton, Environmental
Scientist: 49 CES/CEA, 550 Tabosa Ave, Holloman AFB, NM 88330 or at (575) 572-3931. An alternate point of
contact is Mr. Andrew Gomolak, Cultural Resources Manager, at (575) 572-6647.

[ look forward to continuing our good working relationship with the local community. Thank you in advance
for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely

(ot &

ANDREW A. CROFT
Colonel, USAF
Commander

Global Power for America




GOVERNOR STATE OF NEW MEXICO STATE GAME COMMISSION

Susana Martinez SCOTT BIDEGAIN

DEPARTMENT OF GAME & FISH Shaiman

Tucumcari, NM
One Wildlife Way e o e i
Santa Fe, NM 87507 Las Cruces, NM
Post Office Box 25112
Santa Fe. NM 87504
Phone: (505) 476-8008

DR. TOM ARVAS
Albuquerque, NM

Fax: (505) 476-8123 ROBERT ESPINOZA, SR.
DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY Farmington, NM
TO THE COMMISSION PAUL M. KIENZLE IIl
Albuguerque, NM
James S. Lane, Jr. S
Visit our website at www.wildlife.state.nm.us BILL MONTOYA
For information call: (888) 248-68066 Alto, NM

Daniel E. Brooks, Deputy Director

RALPH RAMQOS
Las Cruces, NM

April 8, 2013

Mr. Charlie Lawton

49 CES/CEA

550 Tabosa Avenue
Holloman AFB NM 88330

Proposed Photovoltaic Array Draft Environmental Assessment Scoping, Holloman Air Force Base;
NMDGF Doc. No. 15567

Dear Mr. Lawton:

The Department of Game and Fish (Department) has reviewed your 25 March 2013 scoping letter
regarding the above-referenced project. Holloman Air Force Base is conducting a draft environmental
assessment (DEA) to analyze the effects of the construction and operation of a proposed photovoltaic
solar power array. According to your letter, the proposed action could directly impact up to 400 acres of
land near the La Luz gate.

The Department recommends that the DEA analyze the potential for adverse effects to riparian and
aquatic habitats as well as birds, bats, reptiles and amphibians from the construction and operation of
the proposed solar array.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project, and look forward to commenting on
the EA. Should you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Mark
Watson, Terrestrial Habitat Specialist at (505) 476-8115 or mark.watson@state.nm.us.

Sincerely;-

Matt Wunder, Ph.D.
Chief, Conservation Services Division

MW/mlw
CC: USFWS NMES Field Office

Leon Redman, Captain, Southeast Area Field Operations, NMDGF
Donald Auer, Habitat Manager, NMDGF



United States Department of Agriculture

O NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
6200 Jefferson NE, Room 305

Albuquerque, NM 87109

Phone: (505) 761-4400 Fax: (505) 761-4462

Website: www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

April 2, 2013

Mr. Charlie Lawton

Environmental Scientist

49 CES/CEA

550 Tabosa Avenue

Holloman AFB, New Mexico 88330

Dear Mr. Lawton:

Thank you for providing the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) the opportunity to
review the proposed Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Power Array on Holloman AFB, Otero County,
New Mexico.

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) authorizes the NRCS to provide review of proposed
projects that have the potential to irreversibly convert farmlands to non-farmland uses as the
result of programs funded by the federal government. In review of the information provided on
the project, it is determined that the entire project is located in an existing 400 acres of non-
farmland, near La Luz Gate on Holloman AFB. The FPPA rules define farmland conversion to
be “to the extent that it irreversibly converts farmland to other purposes”, this project is not
expected to have that effect. With this acknowledged, the proposed project will not cause Prime
or Unique Farmlands to be converted to non-agricultural uses, and is not subject to the Act.

If you have any questions concerning soils information, please contact Clarence Chavez, Soil
Data Quality Specialist, at (505) 761-4435 or email at clarence.chavez@nm.usda.gov.

ok

. XAVIER MONTOYA
State Conservationist

Sincerely,

v v
Clarence Chavez, Soil Data Quality Scientist, NRCS, Albuquerque, NM

Helping People Help the Land

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



United States Department of the Interior

%o NATIONAL
: PARK

S SERVICE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
White Sands National Monument
P.O. Box 1086
Holloman AFB, NM 88330

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L7619(WHSA)
April 5, 2013

Charlie Lawton
Environmental Scientist

49 CES/CEA

550 Tabosa Ave

Holloman AFB, NM 88330

Dear Mr. Lawton,

I received correspondence from Colonel Andrew Croft dated March 25, 2013 regarding an
invitation to participate in an agency review of the draft EA for a proposed Photovoltaic (PV)
Solar Power array at Holloman AFB. The National Park Service would be pleased to be able to
review and evaluate the proposal to be located near the La Luz Gate. Thank you for
consideration of White Sands National Monument in the planning process.

Please feel free to contact me directly at 575-679-2599, ext. 210 or marie_frias@nps.gov.

Sincerely,
Marie Frias Sauter
Superintendent

cc: David Bustos, Chief of Resources Management, WHSA, National Park Service
John Reber, Physical Scientist, Regional Energy Coordinator, IMR, National Park
Service
Lara Rozzell, Renewable Energy Specialist, IMR, National Park Service



HEADQUARTERS 49TH WING (ACC)
HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, NEW MEXICO

Colonel Andrew A. Croft
Commander, 49th Wing

490 First Street, Suite 1700
Holloman AFB NM 88330-8277

Jeff Pappas

Director, Historic Preservation Division
New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs
407 Galisteo Road, Suite 236

Santa Fe NM 87501

Dear Mr. Pappas

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and its implementing
regulations, the United States Air Force (USAF) intends to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) completed on a
proposed Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Power Array on Holloman AFB. The proposed action could directly impact up to
400 acres of land near the La Luz Gate on Holloman AFB to support construction and operation of the proposed PV
array. In addition to the installation impacts, traffic is expected to increase on the county road accessing the La Luz
Gate during periods of construction or major maintenance.

NEPA requires the Air Force to analyze the potential environmental impacts of this proposed project on the
installation and local community. The EA will include brief discussions of the proposal, alternatives, the
environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives, and a listing of agencies and persons consulted. The
EA will also examine a No Action Alternative. Additionally, the EA will provide evidence and analysis for
determining whether to prepare an environmental impact statement or a finding of no significant impact.

Should you wish to participate in evaluating this proposal, please provide your comments no later than 15 April
2013. No decision will be made on allowing this proposal to proceed until after completion of the EA or, if
required, EIS, with full consideration of any inputs.

If you have any questions or comments on this request, please contact Mr. Charlie Lawton, Environmental
Scientist: 49 CES/CEA, 550 Tabosa Ave, Holloman AFB, NM 88330 or at (575) 572-3931. An alternate point of
contact is Mr. Andrew Gomolak, Cultural Resources Manager, at (575) 572-6647.

I look forward to continuing our good working relationship with the local community. Thank you in advance

for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely

@Mw%%

ANDREW A. CROFT
Colonel, USAF
Commander

Global Power for America
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